
Meeting the squatters,  ς Cambridge 2009 

Urbanxphotography  

Lŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ L ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ά{ǉǳŀǘǘŜǊǎΣ !ƴŀǊŎƘƛǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

{ƻŎƛŀƭ aƛǎŦƛǘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōƛƴƎƻ Ƙŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΦ όhǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 

here: http://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/cn_n....asp?id=433684)  

 

I knew the building well.  

It started life as an art-ŘŜŎƻ ŎƛƴŜƳŀΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфнлΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅƛng all the latest moving 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ όŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ {Ŝǘŀƴǘŀ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǘƘŜƴύΦ Lƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ тлΩǎ ŎƛƴŜƳŀs changed, and moved into more modern, larger buildings. Incidentally 

ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿŜǊΩ ŎƛƴŜƳŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŀǊŘs away has now been converted into the 

biggest pub in Europe.  

 

The building was converted into a 
bingo hall, where it remained in 
use right up until May this year.  
 
I was desperate to see inside, and I 
knew the only way was to befriend 
the squatters and hope theyΩŘ ƭŜǘ 
me in to take some pics. With a 
deep breath I rang the doorbell.  
 
Once inside the doors were firmly 
locked behind me. Following a 
heavy-handed attempt from the 
Police earlier that day to evict 
them, I understood why. 

 

http://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/cn_news_cambridge/displayarticle.asp?id=433684


  
Anti-Capitalist banners adorn the hall hǳǊ Ƙƻǎǘ ά{Ŏƻǘǘέ ŜƳŜǊƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǘ 

me. 

 



Further up the hall into the tiers:

 

 

 



My guides ask if I want to see the roof. 

άLǎ aŎ 5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΚέ L ǊŜǇƭȅΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘǘȅΦ

 

 


