
Orford Ness ς Off the coast of Suffolk 

Urbanxphotography 

The adventure starts on the morning of my 25th birthday. This is a bit of an odd explore, as 
ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ōȅ ōƻŀǘΧ 

I  
Orford Ness is a shingle spit off the Suffolk coast. It is divided from the mainland by the 

River Alde, and was formed by longshore drift along the coast. 

 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spit_(landform)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffolk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Alde
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longshore_drift


 
Orford Ness is an internationally important site for nature conservation. It contains a 

significant portion of the European reserve of vegetated shingle habitat, which is 
internationally scarce, highly fragile and very easily damaged. 

 
 

The peninsula was formerly administered by the Ministry of Defence, which allegedly 
conducted secret military tests during both world wars and the Cold War.

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Defence_(United_Kingdom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_war
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War


 
The Atomic Weapons Research Establishment had a base on the site, using the site for 

'environmental testing' of the trigger and other mechanisms of nuclear weapons. 

 
 

Many of the buildings from this time remain clearly visible from the quay at Orford, 
including the distinctive-looking 'pagodas'. Whilst it is maintained that no fissile material 

was tested on the site, the very high explosive initiator charge was present, and the 
buildings were designed to absorb any accidental explosion. This then allowed gases and 

other material to vent and dissipate in a directed or contained manner. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pagoda


The Orford Ness transmitting station is located on the peninsula and it broadcasts BBC 
World Service across the North Sea to western Europe and Radio Nationaal to Holland. The 

site and building were previously used by experimental military over-the-horizon radar 
known as Cobra Mist. 
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