Severalls Lunatic AsylurEssex

UrbanXphotography

Partll

Architecture

The few remaining traces of staff an
patients ensuredthat above all | was struc
by the architecture of the hospitat the
degree to space shap experience ant
interaction (one of the major themes c
Diana Gittens' study of the hospital).

Stiipped of all furnshings, st and patients,
left with nothing bu bare walls and ceilin
tiles, | realised just how oppress& these
institutions can beEach space or subpace
is so enclosed that all sense of the outsi
world is quickly obliterated.

To me, Severalls spoke not so much of death, but rather of obliva kind of atemporal
bleakness- and many of the accounts in Gittens botdstify to something similarThe
architecture is so restrictive and oppressive that it rendered many patients mute and
defeated¢ content to do little more than rise, eat and theshuffle back to the ward for
their medication.
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One feature of asylums to which | doubt | shall ever adjust is the silence. &mwng my
everyday life, | faito appreciate the persistence of some kind of background noise. Even
when walking in the coumnyside, there is always the background ferment of crickets or
squirrels¢ and it is only really in an abandoned building that you are able to experience &
silencethat is absolute and sustained.& (G KS GAYS LQR Ydvddshe A
sound of a kirtsleeve brushing against my waist seemed deafening.




Water Tower

The thing | wish most to communicate about the buildmgs sense of peacefulness and
safety. Viewed from the footpath it seems incredibly forbidding (before entering | was
convinced | was going ttie!) - yet once inside all unease vanishes. Nervousness stems

from a fear of being caught, nothing more.




| car@wait to climb it;l can imagine the view from the top, but want it to be reality.

The hole feels a lot smaller thamappears (5 brick courses3Z5mm)l carefully balance on
the rotting pipe workbelow the access hole.



